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“Cleveland's world trade ambitions 


Greater Cleveland and its surrounding re- 
gion already export goods worth $5.6 billion a 
year. About 100,000 jobs are tied to this trade. 
But much of this wealth is generated by the au- 
tomobile industry, and Canada is the biggest 
market. Business and civic leaders would like 
to establish solid links with other countries and 
open up opportunities for the hundreds of 
smaller companies that exist in this region. 


To further that aim, the World Trade Center 
of Cleveland was established last summer. De- 
spite its name, the center is not a building — at 
least for the moment. It is a staff of people 
working out of the Greater Cleveland Growth 
Association, researching overseas markets for 
member-firms. 


But guiding area companies though the intri- 
cacies of foreign bureaucracies and economies 
is only part of the story. It is also desirable to 
implant in the minds of overseas officials the 
idea of Cleveland as a producer of needed 
roducts or services. 


- That goal should be advanced next week 
when the two-day White House Conference on 
Trade and Investment in Central and Eastern 
Europe opens in the Stouffer Renaissance 
Cleveland Hotel. Commerce Secretary Ronald 
H. Brown Jr. is to speak Thursday and Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton is on the program for Friday. 


Invitations went out to 2,000 CEOs across the 
United States. Locally, in the ethnic communi- 
ties as well as among business leaders, there is 
great interest in the likelihood that trade minis- 
ters — and possibly foreign ministers — from 
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Guiding area companies 
though the intricacies of 
foreign bureaucracies and 
economies is only part of 
the story. It is also 
desirable to implant 
overseas the idea of 
Cleveland as a producer of 
needed products or 
services. 


such countries as the Czech Republic, Hungary 
and Poland will attend. 

As Mayor Michael R. White said this week, 
the conference will be only a part of what may 
be described as evolutionary — Greater Cleve- 
land’s growth as a center of international trade, 
a process to which White himself contributed 
when he visited Taiwan last October to 
promote business relations with that country. 

But as the mayor also said, the export busi- 
ness was doing quite well before a formal 
structure — the World Trade Center of Cleve- 
land — was established to coordinate local en- 
deavors. Now the momentum should pick up, 
with next week’s White House-sponsored gath- 
ering providing an extra push. 
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ording pioneer 


mittee, which was responsible 
for wartime magnetic recording 
developments. He was awarded 
the Presidential Certificate of 
Appreciation from President 
Harry S. Truman. 


After the war, Mr. Begun 
worked on new recording media 
and new uses of magnetic re- 
cording. His ideas led to the first 
demonstration of a video record- 
ing head and a forerunner of the 
floppy disk, which permitted 
two-sided recording on a coated 
paper disk called ‘Mail-A- 
Voice.” 


During the 1950s, Mr. Begun 
became chief technical adviser 
to the Clevite Co. He was execu- 
tive vice president when he re- 
tired in 1970. He then served as 
president and chief executive of- 
ficer of Auctor Associates, a 
management consulting firm. 


He displayed and sold his crafts 
at malls in Greater Cleveland and 
Akron. 


He is survived by his wife of 47 
years, Margaret; son, James R. 
Jr. of Lodi; daughter, Patricia 
Freedline Robinson of Cleveland; 
and two grandchildren. 


Services will be at 1 p.m. today 
at the Biondo-Vito-Nero Funeral 
Home, 5555 Bartlett Rd., Bedford 
Heights. 


Joseph Persico, 66, was 
bakery driver, salesman 


LAKEWOOD — Joseph A. Per- 
sico worked as a driver and sales- 
man for the Millbrook Bread Co. 
for about 20 years before retiring 
in 1992. For many of those years, 
he delivered bread and other 
baked goods to folks in the Mur- 
nas Hill neighborhood of Cleve- 

and. 


He previously was manager of 
the A&P supermarket on Euclid 
Ave. in Cleveland. Mr. Persico 
started worlins for the orncreryv 


neering. He was a trustee of the 


Mr. Begun was elected a fel- 
low of the Acoustic Society and a 
life fellow of the Institute for 
Electrical and Electronic Engi- 


Cleveland Astronomical Society. 


Mr. Begun was inducted into 
the Ohio Science, Technology 
and Industry Hall of Fame in 
1993. 


He was a founder of the Soci- 
ety for the Prevention of Vio- 
lence and Aggression, a national 
program to teach children alter- 
natives to violence. He estab- 
lished the Begun Institute for 
Studies of Violence and Aggres- 
sion at John Carroll University. 


Mr. Begun is survived by his 
wife, Ruth. 


Services will be at 11 a.m. to- 
morrow at Brown-Forward Fu- 
neral Home, 17022 Chagrin 
Blvd., Shaker Heights. 


Church, Pilgrim St., 
Township. 

Arrangements are being han- 
dled by Green’s Funeral Home in 
Mantua Township. 


Julius Nagy, 92, inspector 
for the FP &E Railroad 


PAINESVILLE — Julius Nagy 
worked for 30 years as an inspec- 
tor for the FP &E Railroad in 
Fairport Harbor. 

He was a member of the Hun- 
garian Reformed Church in Fair- 
port Harbor and served on its 
consistory. 

Mr. Nagy, 92, of Painesville, 
died Wednesday at Western Re- 
serve Extended Care. 

He was born in Hungary and 
had lived in Painesville since ar- 
riving in the United States in 
1937. 

Mr. Nagy is survived by sons, 
Gilbert of Painesville and Julius 
of Concord Township; four grand- 
children; and a great-grandchild. 

His wife, Elizabeth, died in 
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Robert Harrington 


Robert | 
Harrington, 
helped design 
tubeless tire 


By ZINA VISHNEVSKY 
PLAIN DEALER REPORTER 


AKRON — Robert A. Harring- 
ton was a physicist who pio- 
neered the use of computers in 
tire research. 

In his 38 years at B.F. Goodrich 
Co., in Akron and at Research and 
Development in Brecksville, he 
helped design John Glenn’s space 
suit and the tubeless tire. He also 
engaged in early polymer re- 
search. 

Mr. Harrington, 83, of Akron, 
died Tuesday at Rockynol 
Ledges, the skilled nursing sec- 
tion of Rockynol Retirement 
Community in Akron. 

He was given the honorary title 
of research fellow by Goodrich 
and served as poet laureate of the 
research lab, which has a tradi- 
tion of roasting employees at re- 
tirement and other career bench- 
marks. 

He called his poems “odious 
odes.” But his daughters said- 


